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part of her most valuable furniture (from Rome),
insomuch that he had no want of any thing. The
sum of them all was estimated at five hundred
talents. Now, when a great multitude was come
to that city, to see the shows, as well as the
ambassadors whom other people sent, on* account
of the benefits they had received (from Herod),
he entertained them all with a noble generosity
in the public inns, and at public tables, with
perpetual feasts; this solemnity having, in the
day-time, the diversions of the shows, and in the
night, such banquetting as cost vast sums of
money. For in all his undertakings he was
ambitious to exceed whatsoever had been done
before of the same kind. And it is related that
Caesar and Agrippa often said, that * The do-
minions of Herod were too little for the greatness
of his soul, that he deserved to have all the
kingdom of Syria, and that of Egypt also.5 " *
It was not long after this, that the scene of
joy and congratulation was turned into one of
tumult and contention. In the year of Christ
54, when Nero reigned in Rome, and Felix w^s
procurator of Judea, a great sedition arose be-
tween the Jews that inhabited Caesarea, and the
Syrians who dwelt there also, concerning their
equal right to the privileges belonging to
citizens. For the Jews claimed the pre-eminence,
* Josephus, Antiq. L xvi. c. 5, s. 1.